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An essay of Taiwanese Gezai Opera and Zhangzhou Xiang Opera
—Taking “Chen San Wu Niang” as an Example

Wen, Xu-Lin

Graduate Student, Master Acadamic Program in Drama,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

The traditional Taiwanese opera known as Gezaixi, originating in Taiwan and
evolving in conjunction with the Minnan region’s Jin’ge opera, has also made its
way to Fujian, where it is referred to as “Xiangju.” Xiangju specifically denotes
the reformation and renaming of the traditional Gezaixi and Yueju operas in the
Meizhou River area of Zhangzhou, Fujian, after 1949. Influenced by the Minnan
dialect, Xiangju absorbed elements from a variety of traditional Chinese operas,
including Peking opera, Chaozhou opera, and more, while also exerting an
influence on Gezaixi in Taiwan, resulting in a mutually complementary
development of the two.

As cross-strait cultural exchanges continue to deepen, both Fujian Xiangju
and Taiwanese Gezaixi contribute to the preservation and inheritance of their
respective cultures while also fostering the development of their own indigenous
traditions. “Chen San Wu Niang,” one of the “Four Great Pillars” of classic
Gezaixi, has undergone continuous adaptation and staging throughout history. In
recent years, Zhangzhou Xiangju has been carefully reformed by contemporary
intellectuals, infusing it with modern elements and refining it into sophisticated
contemporary stage Gezaixi. This is exemplified by the collaborative staging of
“Chen San Wu Niang” by the Xiamen Gezaixi Study Center. Meanwhile, the
Taiwanese Gezaixi version of “Chen San Wu Niang” (as adapted by Ye Qing) has
been successfully televised, garnering widespread viewership across the strait and
even reaching overseas Chinese communities in Southeast Asia.

This article primarily traces the evolution and transformation from Taiwanese
Gezaixi to Zhangzhou Xiangju, using the 1996 Ye Qing version of “Chen San Wu
Niang” and the 2020 stage production of “Chen San Wu Niang” by the Xiamen
Gezaixi Study Center as case studies. By comparing the plots, characters, and stage
art of these two productions and delving into their thematic implications for
modern female romantic perspectives, the study aims to examine the evolution and
development of Gezaixi and Xiangju and observe their potential future
development.

Keywords: Taiwanese Gezai Opera, Zhangzhou XiangOpera, “Chen San Wu
Niang”, stage craft, cross-strait exchanges and inheritance
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