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Photography as a Promotional Tool: A Case Study of the 1969
Italian Psychiatric Hospital Photobook Morire di Classe
Chen, Tzu-Ying

Graduate Student, Department of Arts and Design,

National Taipei University of Education

Abstract

The photography book Morire di Classe, published in Italy in 1969, emerged
within the context of the Italian Democratic Psychiatry. Through documentary
photography, the book exposed the harsh conditions within Italian psychiatric
hospitals at the time, along with inhumane and concentration camp-like
management methods. These images served as compelling evidence in favor of the
revolution, explicitly indicating the referents within them. While the photographs
themselves presented a portrayal of reality, the question of photographic truth was
intertwined with explanatory text, the photographer’s perspective, and the
conscious choices of publishers or publishing entities, extending the significance
beyond the images. Within this book, the choices of images and the involvement
of the publishers in relation to power and stance issues are manifested through the
arrangement of photography and its reproduction. Through these means, the
photography book stood out prominently in the context of the anti-psychiatry
movement, ultimately prompting the Italian government to enact Law 180 in 1978,
formally altering the conditions of psychiatric hospitals and the treatment of

patients.

This research aims to explore how Morire di Classe, within its appropriate
temporal and spatial context, employed photography as a medium. It intensified
its narrative and had a lasting impact through image selection, multiple modes of
utilization, and narrative structure. The study also seeks to provide insights into
our contemporary perception of images released by different groups, encouraging

a thoughtful perspective.

Keywords: Democratic Psychiatry, Franco Basaglia, Documentary Photography,
Morire di Class, Photographic Truth
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10 ¢“which roughly translates as ‘To die because of your class.” [ H{E : John Foot. “Photography

and Radical Psychiatry in Italy in the 1960s. The Case of the Photobook Morire Di Classe (1969).”
History of Psychiatry, vol.26, no.1, 2015, p.20.

1 John Foot. “Photography and Radical Psychiatry in Italy in the 1960s. The Case of the Photobook
Morire Di Classe (1969).” History of Psychiatry, vol.26, no.1, 2015, p.20

12 &5 FFI5E“At the end of this process of de-humanization, the patient who has been entrusted to the
psychiatric institution so that he can be cured, no longer exists: he has been eaten up and incorporated
within the rules that determine his existence. He is a closed case. He has been labelled in an irreversible
way, and he can no longer cancel those signs which mark him out as something which is not human,
without any possibility of appeal.” [F3ZH{H : John Foot. “Photography and Radical Psychiatry in Italy
in the 1960s. The Case of the Photobook Morire Di Classe (1969).” History of Psychiatry, vol.26, no.1,
2015, p.20.
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17" Sapouna, Lydia, and Peter Herrmann. Knowledge in Mental Health: Reclaiming the Social., Nova
Science Pub Inc, 2006, p. 71.

' A (Mike Jay)Z - ARIEER - MREEETEE | CRUEZFRAE © JBARE ~ KSRl s ettt -
—ESEETE AR G = A B B T Ky oA ) (This Way Madness Lies: The Asylum And Beyond) » (2
ikt Z8H - 2020 ) 0 EH 195~ 198 -

19 S F=EHe introduced patient-led meetings and set up a kind of Therapeutic Community. Many
patients were free to come and go almost as they pleased, and gates, walls and fences were pulled down
(often by the patients themselves, in set-piece ‘happenings’). By 1967 all the wards were unlocked.
Basaglia, working with his wife Franca and a small but highly motivated team (which was known as an
équipe), argued strongly for the abolition of large-scale psychiatric institutions, which he often compared
to concentration camps or prisons.” JFSZH{E : John Foot. “Photography and Radical Psychiatry in Italy
in the 1960s. The Case of the Photobook Morire Di Classe (1969).” History of Psychiatry, vol.26, no.1,
2015, pp.19-20.

42



ANERECE B EEIN E 5 0 AE4IE - 1EFF (John Foot, 1964-)FTfEAY @ @ & —
Ay EHHET R —fE% UATHEYTHE - | 20

KRENS XA SR SATIRN "2 | B RIBERERT
BRI EEEE > KEAERWHEYATESE > Baeiik - KFT - 058 - &
EE  ERMEBECE PN EEEE S A YT HE RS EEFH
56 3P 1Y) 2 B Tk ERNGG e o7 W [ AR A PR PO U 25 B AR U B (% > 4015 Morrire di
Classe XE AT 2B SCF—1E - 16 BRBEESB AN EE RIFE R SN
R N LY M 1 S IR B R (% - BB 2 BB B R — 3 5y N EE A E
B BAREIEA > LAEEEEFGERFNENNES @ "T#H G
WAE S a T HMe—Hy - 2

SN IR T S FrE R S R e R R AR R TORERER (A
BRI AR 52 ) YGRS - SEREHUED 0 S BlsE 3 RA SR i i se SR
H - i PRE R AR R by a BT =0 (B IR AN B 5 1 e E 4 3R
TR e B IRBHAICE R LT B - iR AN BRI R - 1 BB #ER
BHETT B IREYAREN - S H - R E A E SRR S IR R RY o 1 2 A
BEME ARy — TR D B - RIE WP Bl B ZE P T R B — BB ER o AR
By (ol SR AORAE SE ) BV » B TR 5 R SRS 1eps 52 23 8l o BT £2 (8 HY S
Bl HRYEFEAIILUER - A —EBUEEHN LA -

EARERGIEh—EEEEHEN TE > AIFEHENEBREE  RT
T IE R FE R B 08 g B2 4 Bl R S e 3 B 2 A - Bl 2 SR AR
Pt R H G B o MR AR B sm B S [ 2 F RS 2 kR 73 0 B2
B AR A S X SE AT R A 2 (B R R 2 F AR S R am R AT B R RY - EE R AR A e ok
ZRE(EIE TEEGIE BRI RREERSIINE T BER
SLUR R B R T AYRE R e N Fa R Y AP TRV E R (B aH
SR g - RPTEMBAYIRER - B RTERREE) RAHEUR
P HBUR T HBEE AT, 25 e e 722 g £ B v 22 R el AL T e O BR B T 52

20 Z 2 FEE . | the book was also part-fiction, a construction, a tool of propaganda.” [ H{H : John
Foot. “Photography and Radical Psychiatry in Italy in the 1960s. The Case of the Photobook Morire Di
Classe (1969).” History of Psychiatry, vol.26, no.1, 2015, p.24.

2V B =R B (Erving Goffman)# - FFERENE TAE=aE © CREMWART © sfs s SLEA s s
BVt & EtE ) (Asylums: Essays on the Social Situation of Mental Patients and Other Inmates) » (ZdE
BEEL L 2012 4E) > B 10-11 ¢

22 Z 2 FIEE“As the Basaglias wrote in the introduction: ‘the internee takes on the institution as part of
their own body’(1969; 1998: 8).” JFZH{E : John Foot. “Photography and Radical Psychiatry in Italy
in the 1960s. The Case of the Photobook Morire Di Classe (1969).” History of Psychiatry, vol.26, no.1,
2015, p.26.
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