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Research on Photography of “Hakka Family” Through the Lens
—Taking Hsinchu Hakka Photographers Li Zheng-Chang as
Examples
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Graduate Student, Institute of Art Studies,

National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

This thesis takes Li Zeng-Chang (Li Zeng-Chang, 1927-), a Taiwanese
documentary Hakka photographer who was born in Zhudong, Hsinchu, as the
object of study. The research scope is based on the “Image Materials” in the
“Cultural Assets Collection” of the “Hakka Culture Development Center of the
Executive Yuan Hakka Committee”. There are 1919 images of photographer Li
Zeng-chang from the 1930s to the 1970s, and this thesis is to analyzing and
discussing on those taken in Hakka area in Hsinchu.

Photographer Li Zeng-chang was born in a Hakka village in Hsinchu during
the Japanese colonial period. He experienced the baptism of war. After Taiwan’s
liberation, he devoted his life to the creation of photographic art. The contents of
his photographic creations reflect his deep attachment to the “Hakka homeland”
of his life. Emotions, examining the visual images of their photographic works,
they are full of cultural care for the Hakka group. Whether it is the joys and
sorrows of little people on the streets, as well as field records of rural farmers,
weddings and funerals, temple fairs, tea plantation scenery or life scenes, etc., they
have all become a part of his photography. The subject matter has always
maintained its consistent sense of cultural mission of “loving my hometown”,
using the lens to record the historical sites and humanities of Hakka homes in
Hsinchu area, touching the memory of local Hakkas in every viewer, and leaving
precious images of Hakka villages.

The purpose of this study is to explore the life, creative process and style of
photography Li Zeng-chang, use the images of photographic works to present
iconography, and photographic composition methods to analyze the style of his
works. The Hakka cultural images conveyed in his photographic works, and
explore Hakka culture and spirit. At the same time, the relationship and influence
between Li Zeng-chang and Taiwanese photography groups are sorted out. The
research results are hoped to provide all walks of life with reference for viewing
Li Zeng-chang’s photography and the inheritance of Hakka culture and spirit.

Keywords: Hakka Photographer, Li Zheng-Chang, Provincial Highway 3, Hakka
Culture of Hsinchu
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